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Dams, Rivers & People : Issue one February 2003

SANDRP
RIVER LINK: SOME BASIC INFORMATION

HISTORY

August 1980 A National Perspective for Water Development framed by the Ministry of Water Resources

July 1982 National Water Development Agency set up to carry out detailed studies in the context of National Perspective

Sept 1999 Report of the NCIWRDP

Oct 31, 2002 Supreme Court order suggesting inter-linking of major rivers

Nov 2002 Govt announces that feasibility studies for six of the peninsular link proposals are ready. 

Dec 16 2002 Govt appoints a task force under the chairmanship of Suresh Prabhu

Dec 7 2002 Justice (Retd) B N Kirpal clarifies that the Supreme Court observation on linking of rivers was only a suggestion.

The Task Force Time Table

· The task force will prepare Action Plan-I giving an outline of the time schedules for the completion of feasibility studies, detailed project reports, estimated cost, implementation schedule, concrete benefits and advantages of the projects by April 30, 2003.

· Prepare Action Plan-II giving options for funding and execution of the project as also the suggested methods for cost recovery by July 31, 2003.

· Meeting with the CMs of various States and Union Territories to deliberate over the project and to elicit their cooperation during May/June 2003.

· Completion of the feasibility studies by 31.12.2005; 

· Completion of detailed project reports by 31.12.06;

· Implementation of the project by Dec 31, 2016.
SC remark on rivers linkage was only a suggestion
BANGALORE, Dec 7 (UNI): Former Chief Justice of India B N Kirpal today said that the Supreme Court observation on linking of rivers did not amount to policy intervention as it was only a "suggestion" made to the Union Government, which was free whether or not to act upon it. He was speaking at a two-day national round table on "Law, Economic Reforms and Liberalization". (SENTINEL 081202)

Readers may recall that the whole national debate and political rhetoric surrounding the issue of linking rivers started after the Supreme Court bench headed by the then Chief Justice B N Kirpal “suggested” on Oct 31, 2002 that govt may take up linking of the major rivers of India.
The proposal The National Perspective Plan for inter linking of Indian rivers has been divided in two components. (i) Peninsular Rivers Development and (ii) Himalayan Rivers Development Component. 

Under the Peninsular Rivers Development Component, NWDA has completed the Water Balance Studies of 137 basins / sub-basins and 52 diversion points, 58 Reservoir Studies and 18 Toposheet Studies of link alignments. 

Under the Himalayan Rivers Development Component, the Water Balance Studies at 19 diversion points, Toposheet studies of 16 Reservoirs, and Toposheet Studies of 19 link alignments have been completed. 

Pre-feasibility studies of 30 link schemes have been completed. Further, the Feasibility Reports of 6 links under Peninsular Component have also been completed. Field Surveys & investigations of another 18 links are under progress. It is planned to complete Feasibility Reports of all the identified links under Peninsular Component by 2004 and Himalayan Component by 2008 as per the current mandate of NWDA. (PIB PR 051002)

Proposed Links Under Study

Peninsular Component

1. Mahanadi (Manibhadra)– Godavari (d/s)

2. Godavari (Inchampalli) – Krishna (Nagarjunsagar)

3. Godavari (Inchampalli Low Dam) – Krishna (Nagarjunsagar Tail Pond)

4. Godavari (Polavaram) – Krishna (Vijaywada)

5. Krishna (Almatti) – Pennar

6. Krishna (Srisilam) – Pennar

7. Krishna (Nagarjunsagar) – Pennar (Somasila)

8. Pennar (Somasila) – Cauvery (Grand Anicut)

9. Cauvery (Kattalai) – Vaigai – Gundar

10. Ken – Betwa

11. Parbati – Kalisindh – Chambal

12. Par – Tapi – Narmada

13. Damanganga – Pinjal

14. Bedti – Varda

15. Netravati – Hemavati

16. Pamba – Achankovil – Vaippar

Himalayan Component

1. Kosi – Mechi

2. Kosi – Ghagra

3. Gandak – Ganga

4. Ghagra – Yamuna

5. Sarda – Yamuna

6. Yamuna – Rajasthan

7. Rajasthan – Sabarmati

8. Chunar – Sone Barrage

9. Sone Dam – Southern Tributaries of Ganga

10. Brahmputra – Ganga (MSTG)

11. Brahmputra – Ganga (JTF) (ALT)

12. Farakka – Sunderbans

13. Ganga – Damodar – Subernrekha

14. Subernrekha – Mahanadi
(NCIWRDP: p. 180-6)

