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Education has always been accorded an honoured place in Indian society. The

great leaders of the Indian freedom movement realised the fundamental role of education

and throughout the nation's struggle for independence, stressed its unique significance for

national development. Gandhiji formulated the scheme of basic education, seeking to

harmonise intellectual and manual work. This was a great step forward in making education

directly relevant to the life of the people. Many other national leaders likewise made

important contributions to national education before independence.

2. In the post-independence period, a major concern of the Government of India and

of the States has been to give increasing attention to education as a factor vital to national

progress and security. Problems of educational reconstruction were reviewed by several

commissions and committees, notably the University Education Commission (1948-49) and

the Secondary Education Commission (1952-53). Some steps to implement the

recommendations of these Commissions were taken; and with the passing of the Resolution

on Scientific Policy under the leadership of Jawaharlal Nehru, the development of science,

technology and scientific research received special emphasis, Toward the end of the third

Five Year Plan, a need was felt to hold a comprehensive review of the educational system

with a view to initiating a fresh and more determined effort at educational reconstruction;

and the Education Commission (1964-66) was appointed to advise Government on " the

national pattern of education and on the general principles and policies for the development

of education at ail stages and in all aspects. " The Report of the Education Commission has

since been widely discussed and commented upon. Government is happy to note that a

consensus on the national policy on education has emerged in the course of these

discussions.

3, The Government of India is convinced that a radical reconstruction of education on

the broad lines recommended by the education commission is essential for economic and

cultural development of the country, for national integration and for realising the ideal of a

socialistic pattern of society. This will involve a transformation of the system to relate it

more closely to life of the people; a continuous effort to expand educational opportunity; a

sustained and intensive effort to raise the quality of education at all stages; an emphasis on

the development of science and technology; and the cultivation of moral and social values.

The educational system must produce young men and women of character and ability
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committed to national service and development Only then will education be able to play Its

vital role in promoting national progress, creating a sense of common citizenship and

culture, and strengthening the national integration. This is necessary if the country is to

attain its rightful place in the comity of nations in conformity with its great cultural heritage

and its unique potentialities.
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