
regional languages are already in use as media of education at the primary and secondary

stages. Urgent steps should now be taken to adopt them as media of education at the

university stage.

(b) Three-Language Formula*. At the secondary stage, the State Governments

should adopt, and vigorously implement, the three-language formula which includes the

study of a modern Indian language, preferably one of the southern languages, apart from

Hindi and English in the Hindi-speaking States, and of Hindi along with the regional

language and English in the Non-Hindi-speaking States. Suitable courses in Hindi and/or

English should also.be available in universities and colleges with a view to improving the

proficiency of students in these languages up to the prescribed university standards.

(c) Hindt Every effort should be made to promote the development of Hindi.

In developing Hindi as the link language, due care should be taken to ensure that it will

serve, as provided for in Article 351 of the Constitution, as a medium of expression for all

the elements of the composite culture of India. The establishment, in non-Hindi States, of

colleges and other institutions of higher education which use Hindi, as the medium of

education should be encouraged.

(d) Sanskrit Considering the special importance of Sanskrit to the growth and

development of Indian languages and its unique contribution to the cultural unity of the

country, facilities for its teaching at the school and university stages should be offered on a

more liberal scale, Development of new methods of teaching the language should be

encouraged, and the possibility explored of including the study of Sanskrit in those courses

(such as modern Indian languages, ancient Indian history, Indology and Indian philosophy)

at the first and second degree stages, where such knowledge is useful.

(e) International Languages Special emphasis needs to be laid on the study of

English and other international languages. World knowledge is growing at a tremendous

pace, especially in science and technology. India must not only keep up this growth but

should also make her own significant contribution to it. For this purpose, study of English

deserves to be specially strengthened.

(4) Equalisation of Educational Opportunity: Strenuous efforts should oe

rade to equalise educational opportunity.
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(a) Regional imbalances in the provision of educational facilities should be

corrected and good educational facilities should be provided in rural and other backward

areas.

(b) To promote social cohesion and national integration the Common School

System as recommended by the Education Commission should be adopted. Efforts should

be made to improve the standard of education in genera! schools. All special schools like

public schools should be required to admit students on the basis of merit and also to provide

a prescribed proportion of free-studentships to prevent segregation of social classes. This

will not, however, affect the rights of minorities under Article 30 of the Constitution.

(c) The education of girls should receive emphasis, not only on grounds of

social justice, but also because it accelerates social transformation,

(d) More intensive efforts are needed to develop education among the

backward classes and especially among the tribal people.

(e) Educational facilities for the physically and mentally handicapped children

should be expanded and attempts should be made to develop integrated programmes

enabling the handicapped children to study in regular schools.

(5) Identification of Talent: For the cultivation of excellence, it is necessary

that talent in diverse fields should be identified at as early an age as possible, and every

stimulus and opportunity given for its full development.

(6) Work - Experience and National Service: The school and the

community should be brought closer through suitable programmes of mutual service and

support. Work-experience and national service including participation in meaningful and

challenging programmes of community service and national reconstruction should

accordingly become an integral part of education. Emphasis in these programmes should be

on self-help, character formation and on developing a sense of social commitment.

(7) Science Education and Research: With a view to accelerating the

growth of the national economy, science education and research should receive high

priority. Science and mathematics should be an integral part of general education till the

end of the school stage.



(8) Education for Agriculture and I n d u s t r y Special emphasis should be

placed on the development of education for agriculture and industry.

(a) There should be at least one agricultural university in every State. These

should, as far as possible, be single campus universities; but where necessary, they may

have constituent colleges on different campuses. Other universities may a!so be assisted,

where the necessary potential exists, to develop strong departments for the study of one

ore more aspects of agriculture.

(b) In technical education, practical training in industry should form an Integra!

part of such education, Technical education and research should be related ciosely to

industry, encouraging the f!ow of personnel both ways and providing for continuous co-

operation in the provision, design and periodical review of training programmes and

facilities.

(c) There should be a continuous review of the agricultural, Industrial and other

technical manpower needs of the country and efforts should be made continuously to

maintain a proper balance between the output of the educational institutions and

employment opportunities,

(9) production of Books: The quality of books should be improved by

attracting the best writing talent through a liberal policy of incentives and remuneration,

Immediate steps should be taken for the production of high quality textbooks for schools

and universities. Frequent changes of textbooks should be avoided and their prices should

be low enough for students of ordinary means to buy them.

The possibility of establishing autonomous book corporations on commercial lines

should be examined and efforts should be made to have a few basic textbooks common

throughout the country. Special attention shouid be given to books for children and to

university level books in regional languages,

(10) Examinations: A major goal of examination reforms shouid be to improve

the reliability and validity of examinations and to make evaluation a continuous process

aimed at helping the student to improve his level of achievement rather than at 'certifying'

the quality of his performance at a given moment of time.


